OEDIPUS CONFLICT AND SUPER-EGO

received from one another in oral copulation.1 Freud has shown that
the sexual theories of children are a phylogenetic heritage, and from
what has been said above it appears to me that an unconscious
knowledge of this kind about sexual intercourse between the parents,
together with phantasies concerning it, already emerges at this very
early stage of development. Oral envy is one of the motive forces
which make children of both sexes want to push their way into their
mother's body and which arouse the desire for knowledge allied to
it.2 Their destructive impulses, howevers soon cease to be directed
against the mother alone and become extended to the father. For
they imagine that his penis is incorporated by her during oral
copulation and remains inside her {the father being equipped with a
great many), so that their attacks on her body are also levelled at his
penis inside it.

I think that the reason why the boy has in the deepest layers of his
mind such a tremendous fear of his mother as the castrator, and why
he harbours the idea so closely associated with that fear, of the
'woman with a penis', is that he is afraid of her as a person whose
body contains his father's penis; so that ultimately what he is afraid
of is his father's penis incorporated in his mother.3 The displacement
of feelings of hatred and anxiety from the father's penis to the
mother's body wilich harbours it is very important, I think, in the
origin of mental disorders and is an underlying factor in disturbances
of sexual development and in the adoption of a homosexual attitude.4
This displacement, I think, occurs in this way: the fear of his

1 In a short communication, *A Paranoiac Mechanism as seen in the Analysis
of a Child* (1928), M. N. Searl has reported a case of intensely oral-sadistic
phantasies of this kind, in which the child's craving to suck out of its father
what he had taken from its mother's breast was bound up with paranoic
mechanisms. The great power exerted by phantasies of this sort, which are
connected with an intense oral sadism and \vhich consequently pave the way
for particularly aggressive impulses against the inside of the mother's body, is,
I have since found, characteristic of psychotic disorders.

2 Cf.   Abraham,   'Psycho-Analytical   Studies   on   Character-Formation*
(1925).

3 In his 'Homosexualitat und Odipuskomplex' (1926) Felix Boehm draws
attention to the significance of phantasies frequently found in men that their
father's penis has been retained by their mother after copulation and is hidden
inside her vagina. He also points out that 'the various notions of a concealed
female penis exert a pathological influence in virtue of the fact that they are
brought into unconscious relation with the idea of a large and dreaded penis
belonging to the father, which is hidden inside the mother'. In psycho-
analytical literature frequent mention is made of phantasies of meeting the
father's penis in the mother's womb and of witnessing copulation between the
parents, or of being damaged by it, during intra-uterine life.

4 Cf. Chapter XII.

13*